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and more interesting route crosses the top of the spur over the Purkutse La, This takes only about five hours, and affords an impressive view of the northern face of the Nun Kun massif.
We decided to approach the Nun Kun by the Shafat nala on its eastern side. As the mate and twenty-five coolies, who came with us from Kargil, were lying idle at Sum pending the return of our agent with others, Savoye and two porters were despatched on 26th June with twenty coolies to push up the Shafat nala as far as possible, find a suitable place for a base-camp, obtain as much information as they could as to the conformation of the region, and await our arrival with the main caravan.
On 28th Mr Hogg returned with thirty Kargil coolies in charge of the mate whom we had first engaged. The same day the Suru lambaxdar said many Suru coolies had returned, and he could supply us with thirty Suru men and a mate. It was apparent that these latter, learning that coolies were to be fed by us on the expedition and were besides to receive wage* higher than those established by custom, were anxious to get a share of the